INTRODUCTION

THERE is no direct; evidence of the date of this
Comedy ; but the allusions made in the play itself,
and the Scholiasts' comments, make it clear that ifc
was exhibited in 393 B.C., when Eubulidcs was
archon.

After the Peloponnesian War, Athens remained
for about nine years, M) 1-395 IU1., in a state of
humiliation and subjection to Sparta, The Spartans
had behaved with great magnanimity, in refusing to
destroy Athens utterly ; but by so doing, 1hey gave
offence to Thebes and Corinth. These states never
again supported the Spartan League ; they refused
to help in opposing^ Thrasybulus, and later in a war
against Elis, nor would they join in the expedition
of Agesilaus to Asia Minor ; in fact, the Boeotians
offered him a direct affront, when he attempted, in
remembrance of the Trojan War, to sacrifice at Aulis.
Hence in 895, when the Phoeians appealed for htklp
against Thebes, Sparta summoned her allies to invade
Boeotia: Corinth alone refused. The Boeotians
appealed to Athens to form a Icngue against Sparht,
" Jt. must h<-m; been a time for great scarchings of
heart amongst the wisest Athenians ; and Thrasy-
bulus, then the most eminent leader of the people,
seems to have been seriously perplexed arid un-
certain which course it would be most prudent to
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